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For the potentates of medieval Europe (of both Church and State) dissent struck at the roots of their ordered
settled world. To allow a single heretic or free spirit to escape just punishment would, they believed, doom
the whole structure of society to decay and dissolution. So dissent was extirpated, first by reason, then by
argument, and then with increasing savagery. Dissent was to be removed from the face of the Earth by fire
and the sword, by strangulation and the ultimate refinements of torture. But why was the danger felt to be so
great and so immediate, from a small minority of mostly poor and powerless individuals? Jeffrey Richards
has looked at the persecuted lives of heretics, witches, Jews, prostitutes, lepers and homosexuals, and
discovered a common motive for their sufferings. The chief link is sexual abberance. The Church sought to
tighten and regulate even the most intimate details of human life, but without much success. Tacitly,
unofficial sexual practices were tolerated. But progressively, deviance was seen as having a malign influence
not just in an individual life, but in the world at large. At a time when the Second Coming was expected, men
and women were expected to lead godly lives - anything less was an outrage. And as the power structures of
society solidified, the deviants became convenient scapegoats. The rise of Islam, the spread of disease,
especially the Black Death, were laid at their door. They became the scapegoats for a fearful world. Jeffrey
Richards charts the shifting perceptions of sex, dissidence and damnation throughout the Middle Ages, and
enables readers to form their own judgements.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Sex, Dissidence, and Damnation: Minority Groups in
the Middle Ages will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book
with you?

Michael Kelly:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Sex, Dissidence, and Damnation:
Minority Groups in the Middle Ages to read.

Anthony Moss:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Sex, Dissidence, and Damnation:
Minority Groups in the Middle Ages is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lois Schooley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Sex, Dissidence, and
Damnation: Minority Groups in the Middle Ages suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Sex, Dissidence, and Damnation: Minority Groups in
the Middle Agesis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.
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