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The bestselling author of A History of the World in 6 Glasses brilliantly charts how foods have
transformed human culture through the ages.

Throughout history, food has acted as a catalyst of social change, political organization, geopolitical
competition, industrial development, military conflict, and economic expansion. An Edible History of
Humanity is a pithy, entertaining account of how a series of changes?caused, enabled, or influenced by
food?has helped to shape and transform societies around the world.

The first civilizations were built on barley and wheat in the Near East, millet and rice in Asia, corn and
potatoes in the Americas. Why farming created a strictly ordered social hierarchy in contrast to the loose
egalitarianism of hunter-gatherers is, as Tom Standage reveals, as interesting as the details of the complex
cultures that emerged, eventually interconnected by commerce. Trade in exotic spices in particular spawned
the age of exploration and the colonization of the New World.

Food's influence over the course of history has been just as prevalent in modern times. In the late eighteenth
century, Britain's solution to food shortages was to industrialize and import food rather than grow it. Food
helped to determine the outcome of wars: Napoleon's rise and fall was intimately connected with his ability
to feed his vast armies. In the twentieth century, Communist leaders employed food as an ideological
weapon, resulting in the death by starvation of millions in the S oviet Union and China. And today the foods
we choose in the supermarket connect us to global debates about trade, development, the environment, and
the adoption of new technologies.

Encompassing many fields, from genetics and archaeology to anthropology and economics?and invoking
food as a special form of technology?An Edible History of Humanity is a fully satisfying discourse on the
sweep of human history.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this An Edible History of Humanity book as basic and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Luz Davis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
the actual book you have read will be An Edible History of Humanity.

William Grimm:

Beside this An Edible History of Humanity in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have An
Edible History of Humanity because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Casey Timmons:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book An Edible History of Humanity was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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