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Long undiscovered, Final Exam, Julio Cortzar's first novel (published 1986 in Spanish) is a major work by
this important Argentinian author, now available in English translation for the first time. In its characters,
themes, and preoccupations it prefigures Cortzar's later fictions, including Blow-Up and his masterpiece
Hopscotch. Written in 1950 (just before the fall of Pern's government), Final Exam is Cortzar's allegorical,
bitter, and melancholy farewell to an Argentina from which he was about to be permanently self-exiled.
(Cortzar moved to Paris the following year.) The setting of Final Exam is a surreal Buenos Aires, dark and
eerie, where a strange fog has enveloped the city to everyone's bewilderment. Juan and Clara, two students at
a college called "The House" (the Great Books are read aloud there by so-called Readers), meet up with their
friends Andrs and Stella, as well as a journalist friend they call "the chronicler." Juan and Clara are getting
ready to take their final exam, but instead of preparing, they wander the city with their friends, encounter
strange happenings in the square, attend concerts, and discuss their lives in cafs.

Final Exam is a fascinating literary experiment: with stream-of-consciousness narrative techniques, radical
typographical innovations, and also shifts in rhythm and direction of its characters' thoughts and speech.

Darkly funny -- and riddled with unresolved ambiguities -- Final Exam is translated ably here by Alfred
MacAdam. It is one of Cortzar's best works--long overdue in English.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Final Exam. Try to the actual book Final Exam as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Antonio Haynie:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Final Exam is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Ariane Gray:

Exactly why? Because this Final Exam is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Todd Robinson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Final Exam we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life with this book Final Exam. You can more pleasing than now.
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