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Essayist Stephen Miller pursues alifelong interest in conversation by taking an historical and philosophical
view of the subject. He chroniclesthe art of conversation in Western civilization from its beginningsin
ancient Greece to its apex in eighteenth-century Britain to its current endangered state in America. As Harry
G. Frankfurt brought wide attention to the art of bullshit in his recent bestselling On Bullshit, so Miller now
brings the art of conversation into the light, revealing why good conversation matters and why it isin
decline.

Miller explores the conversation about conversation among such great writers as Cicero, Montaigne, Swift,
Defoe, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, and Virginia Woolf. He focuses on the world of British coffeehouses
and clubsin “The Age of Conversation” and examines how this eraended. Turning his attention to the
United States, the author traces a prolonged decline in the theory and practice of conversation from Benjamin
Franklin through Hemingway to Dick Cheney. He cites our technology (iPods, cell phones, and video
games) and our insistence on unguarded forthrightness as well as our fear of being judgmental as powerful
forcesthat are likely to diminish the art of conversation.
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From reader reviews:
Lawanda Beverly:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
areride on and with addition info. Even you love Conversation: A History of aDeclining Art, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang typeisit?
Oh serioudly its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Wendy Ray:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Conversation: A History of aDeclining Art provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Scott Tucker:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Conversation: A History of a Declining Art
can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Virginia Comer:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Conversation: A History of a Declining Art
or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especialy. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Conversation: A History of a Declining Art to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book likethis.
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