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Hagia Sophia, the Church of Holy Wisdom, sits majestically atop the plateau that commands the straits
separating Europe and Asia. Located near the acropolis of the ancient city of Byzantium, this unparalleled
structure has enjoyed an extensive and colorful history, as it has successively been transformed into a
cathedral, mosque, monument, and museum. In Hagia Sophia, 1850-1950, Robert S. Nelson explores its
many lives.

Built from 532 to 537 as the Cathedral of Constantinople, Hagia Sophia was little studied and seldom
recognized as a great monument of world art until the nineteenth century, and Nelson examines the causes
and consequences of the building's newly elevated status during that time. He chronicles the grand dome's
modern history through a vibrant cast of characters--emperors, sultans, critics, poets, archaeologists,
architects, philanthropists, and religious congregations--some of whom spent years studying it, others never
visiting the building. But as Nelson shows, they all had a hand in the recreation of Hagia Sophia as a modern
architectural icon. By many means and for its own purposes, the West has conceptually transformed Hagia
Sophia into the international symbol that it is today.

While other books have covered the architectural history of the structure, this is the first study to address its
status as a modern monument. With his narrative of the building's rebirth, Nelson captures its importance for
the diverse communities that shape and find meaning in Hagia Sophia. His book will resonate with cultural,
architectural, and art historians as well as with those seeking to acquaint themselves with the modern life of
an inspired and inspiring building.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Payne:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Hagia Sophia, 1850-
1950: Holy Wisdom Modern Monument is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Andre Rosier:

The guide with title Hagia Sophia, 1850-1950: Holy Wisdom Modern Monument has lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Robert Hatch:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually
Hagia Sophia, 1850-1950: Holy Wisdom Modern Monument.

Alexander Goodman:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Hagia Sophia, 1850-1950: Holy Wisdom Modern Monument. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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