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Along with Shakespeare, Jane Austen (1775-1817) can be said to be the most widely studied author in the
history of English literature. But unlike Shakespeare, her language has received little scholarly attention.
This is especially true for the language of her letters. Jane Austen's letters, mostly addressed to her sister
Cassandra but to various other people as well, have been described as the equivalent of telephone
conversations, and if you read them, you can almost hear her speak. We do not have access to actual speech
from the time in which she lived, but the letters take us as close to the spoken language of the period as you
might hope to get. They are therefore a veritable linguistic goldmine.

This study, for the first time, offers a detailed sociolinguistic account of all aspects of the language of her
letters: spelling, vocabulary and grammar. It also produces some evidence of pronunciation as well as of
local dialectal usage. The analysis shows Jane Austen to be rather idiosyncratic in her language use: she was
consistent in her spelling (though she had unusual spelling preferences), not very innovative in her
vocabulary (though she did coin a few new words), and not quite representative of grammatical
developments of the times (though her usage differed depending on who she wrote to, her sister, her
publisher or her nieces and nephews).

This study of Jane Austen's private language use shows the extent to which she varied in her language use,
just like any of us do today, while is also provides evidence both for a date of her unfinished novel The
Watsons (for the first time on linguistic grounds) and for the interplay there must have been between the
editors of her novels and her own linguistic preferences, in the field of spelling and otherwise.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Thomas:

Within other case, little people like to read book In Search of Jane Austen: The Language of the Letters. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book In Search of Jane Austen: The Language of the Letters. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Cindy Coleman:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this In Search of Jane Austen: The
Language of the Letters book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Gene Green:

The actual book In Search of Jane Austen: The Language of the Letters will bring you to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to read, this book very ideal to you. The book In Search of Jane Austen: The Language of the Letters is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Susan Negri:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The In
Search of Jane Austen: The Language of the Letters offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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