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Douglas Wile translates and analyzes four collections of recently released nineteenth-century manuscripts on
T'ai-chi ch'uan. These writings of Wu's older brothers Ch'eng-ch'ing and Ju-ch'ing, and his nephew Li I-yu,
together with the transmissions of Yang Pan-hou, represent a significant addition to the seminal literature.
The rich new texts allow us to make a fresh survey of longstanding issues in T'ai-chi history: the origins of
the art; the authorship of the "classics" the differences between Wu, Yang, and Li; and the roles of Chang
San-feng, Wang Tsung-yueh, Chiang Fa, and the formerly missing link, Ch'ang Nai-chou. The original
Chinese texts of the four new sets of classics have been appended for the convenience of Chinese readers and
scholars. The book reconsiders the world of the Wu, Yang, and Li families of Yung-nien and reconstructs it
against the background of the Opium Wars, the Taiping Rebellion, and the decline of the Manchu dynasty.
New biographical sources illuminate the domestic and political lives of the Yung-nien circle and their
orientation to the late imperial intellectual trends. The development of T'ai-chi ch'uan in the nineteenth
century is explored in the context of China's cultural response to the challenge of the West and the role of
body-centered arts in Asia during the drive for independence and the ongoing search for national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late Ch'ing Dynasty.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a book Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late Ch'ing Dynasty. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Samuel Travis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late Ch'ing Dynasty your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get just before. The Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late Ch'ing Dynasty giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Kay Roberts:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late
Ch'ing Dynasty which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Jimmy Putnam:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late Ch'ing Dynasty was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Lost T'ai-chi Classics from the Late Ch'ing
Dynasty has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading which.
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