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In this fascinating book, noted journalist Thomas de Waal-author of the highly acclaimed Black Garden-
makes the case that while the Caucasus is often treated as a sub-plot in the history of Russia, or as a mere
gateway to Asia, the five-day war in Georgia, which flared into a major international crisis in 2008, proves
that this is still a combustible region, whose inner dynamics and history deserve a much more complex
appreciation from the wider world. In The Caucasus, de Waal provides this richer, deeper, and much-needed
appreciation, one that reveals that the South Caucasus-Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia, and their many
smaller regions, enclaves, and breakaway entities-is a fascinating and distinct world unto itself. Providing
both historical background and an insightful analysis of the period after 1991, de Waal sheds light on how
the region has been scarred by the tumultuous scramble for independence and the three major conflicts that
broke out with the end of the Soviet Union-Nagorny Karabakh, Abkhazia, and South Ossetia. The book
examines the region as a major energy producer and exporter; offers a compelling account of the Rose
Revolution in Georgia, the rise of Mikheil Saakashvili, and the August 2008 war; and considers the failure of
the South Caucasus, thus far, to become a single viable region. In addition, the book features a dozen or so
"boxes" which provide brief snapshots of such fascinating side topics as the Kurds, Turkish-Armenian
rapprochement, the promotion of the region as the "Soviet Florida," and the most famous of all Georgians,
Stalin. The Caucasus delivers a vibrantly written and timely account of this turbulent region, one that will
prove indispensable for all concerned with world politics. It is, as well, a stimulating read for armchair
travelers and for anyone curious about far-flung corners of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Olivia Cook:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book The Caucasus: An Introduction it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Julio Keith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Caucasus: An Introduction e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Caucasus: An Introduction as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate
book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Alma Lewis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be read. The Caucasus: An Introduction can be your answer as it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

Louis Chavez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Caucasus: An Introduction can give you
a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Caucasus: An Introduction.
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