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Janet Siskind goes back to the beginnings of industrial capitalism in the United States to better understand
the formation of the country's capitalist culture. She studies the papers and letters of three generations of the
Watkinson family. The stories of their lives demonstrate how merchants amassed the capital to become
industrial entrepreneurs, organized factories and private corporations, and constructed philanthropic and
cultural institutions. The author traces how "upper-class work," the everyday tasks of organizing and
maintaining trade or a system of production, shaped the family's experience and New England’s culture. The
result is an intimate story of social class and capitalism.

The reader comes to know several members of this enterprising family, who emigrated from England in
1795. The young women married merchants; their brothers prospered as merchants in Connecticut's West
Indian trade. The author shows how their account books, which balanced the imports of rum with the exports
of horses, obscured the system of slavery that created their wealth.

After the War of 1812, the Watkinsons and their nephews the Collinses turned from trade to manufacturing
textiles and axes. Their letters paint a vivid picture of the difficult process of shaping farmers' sons into a
disciplined workforce and entrepreneurs into industrial and financial capitalists. Siskind skillfully blends
social history and cultural anthropology to provide context for the engaging narrative of the Watkinsons'
lives.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut
Merchant Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) can be excellent book to read. May be
it may be best activity to you.

Adam Allen:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant
Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of Contemporary Issues), you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Karen Delamora:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant
Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant Family, 1795-1850
(Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Sheri Combs:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Rum and Axes: The Rise of a Connecticut Merchant Family, 1795-1850 (Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues) when you needed it?
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