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When Americans think of investment and finance, they think of Wall Street—though this was not always the
case. During the dawn of the Republic, Philadelphia was the center of American finance. The first stock
exchange in the nation was founded there in 1790, and around it the bustling thoroughfare known as
Chestnut Street was home to the nation's most powerful financial institutions.

The First Wall Street recounts the fascinating history of Chestnut Street and its forgotten role in the birth of
American finance. According to Robert E. Wright, Philadelphia, known for its cultivation of liberty and
freedom, blossomed into a financial epicenter during the nation's colonial period. The continent's most
prodigious minds and talented financiers flocked to Philly in droves, and by the eve of the Revolution, the
Quaker City was the most financially sophisticated region in North America. The First Wall Street reveals
how the city played a leading role in the financing of the American Revolution and emerged from that titanic
struggle with not just the wealth it forged in the crucible of war, but an invaluable amount of human capital
as well.

This capital helped make Philadelphia home to the Bank of the United States, the U.S. Mint, an active
securities exchange, and several banks and insurance companies—all clustered in or around Chestnut Street.
But as the decades passed, financial institutions were lured to New York, and by the late 1820s only the
powerful Second Bank of the United States upheld Philadelphia's financial stature. But when Andrew
Jackson vetoed its charter, he sealed the fate of Chestnut Street forever—and of Wall Street too.

Finely nuanced and elegantly written, The First Wall Street will appeal to anyone interested in the history of
the United States and the origins of its unrivaled economy.
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The First Wall Street: Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,
and the Birth of American Finance, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

James Yancey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. The First Wall Street: Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and the Birth of American Finance can
be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Dana Martin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The First Wall Street: Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and the Birth of
American Finance this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Ester Beckles:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The First Wall Street: Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and
the Birth of American Finance. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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