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E pluribus unum no longer holds. Out of the many have come as many claims and grievances, all at war with
the idea of one nation undivided. The damage thus done to our national life, as too few Americans seek a
common good, is Martin Marty's concern. His book is an urgent call for repair and a personal testament
toward resolution.

A world-renowned authority on religion and ethics in America, Marty gives a judicious account (itself a
rarity and a relief in our day of uncivil discourse) of how the body politic has been torn between the
imperative of one people, one voice, and the separate urgings of distinct identities--racial, ethnic, religious,
gendered, ideological, economic. Foreseeing an utter deadlock in public life, with devastating consequences,
if this continues, he envisions steps we might take to carry America past the new turbulence.

While the grand story of oneness eludes us (and probably always will), Marty reminds us that we do have a
rich, ever-growing, and ever more inclusive repertory of myths, symbols, histories, and, most of all, stories
on which to draw. He pictures these stories, with their diverse interpretations, as part of a conversation that
crosses the boundaries of groups. Where argument polarizes and deafens, conversation is open ended, guided
by questions, allowing for inventiveness, fair play, and dignity for all. It serves as a medium in Marty's
broader vision, which replaces the restrictive, difficult, and perhaps unattainable ideal of "community" with
the looser, more workable idea of "association."

An "association of associations" is what Marty contemplates, and for the spirit and will to promote it he
looks to eighteenth-century motifs of sentiment and affection, convergences of intellect and emotion that
develop from shared experience. And as this book so eloquently reminds us, America, however diverse, is an
experience we all share.
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From reader reviews:

Mary York:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book The One and the Many : America's Struggle for the
Common Good (The Joanna Jackson Goldman Memorial Lecture on American Civilization and
Government) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book The One and the Many : America's Struggle for the
Common Good (The Joanna Jackson Goldman Memorial Lecture on American Civilization and
Government) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book The One and the Many : America's Struggle for the Common Good (The Joanna Jackson Goldman
Memorial Lecture on American Civilization and Government). You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Shawn Hodgin:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The One and the Many : America's Struggle for the Common Good
(The Joanna Jackson Goldman Memorial Lecture on American Civilization and Government) this
publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable
all of you.

Jesse Reid:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book The One and the Many : America's Struggle for the Common Good (The
Joanna Jackson Goldman Memorial Lecture on American Civilization and Government) was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.



Cornell Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The One and the Many : America's
Struggle for the Common Good (The Joanna Jackson Goldman Memorial Lecture on American Civilization
and Government).
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