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Language is the life blood of a culture, and to be interested in culture is in some sense to be interested in
language, in the shapes and sounds of words, in the history of reading, writing, and speech, in the endless
variety of dialects and slangs, in the incessant creativity of the human mind as it reaches out to others. It is
surprising then that until now there has been no major one-volume reference devoted to the most widely
dispersed and influential language of our time: the English language.
A language-lover's dream, The Oxford Companion to the English Language is a thousand-page cornucopia
covering virtually every aspect of the English language as well as language in general. The range of topics is
remarkable, offering a goldmine of information on writing and speech (including entries on grammar,
literary terms, linguistics, rhetoric, and style) as well as on such wider issues as sexist language, bilingual
education, child language acquisition, and the history of English. There are biographies of Shakespeare,
Noah Webster, Noam Chomsky, James Joyce, and many others who have influenced the shape or study of
the language; extended articles on everything from psycholinguistics to sign language to tragedy; coverage
of every nation in which a significant part of the population speaks English as well as virtually every
regional dialect and pidgin (from Gullah and Scouse to Cockney and Tok Pisin). In addition, the Companion
provides bibliographies for the larger entries, generous cross-referencing, etymologies for headwords, a
chronology of English from Roman times to 1990, and an index of people who appear in entries or
bibliographies. And like all Oxford Companions, this volume is packed with delightful surprises. We learn,
for instance, that the first Professor of Rhetoric at Harvard later became President (John Quincy Adams); that
"slogan" originally meant "war cry"; that the keyboard arrangement QWERTY became popular not because
it was efficient but the opposite (it slows down the fingers and keeps them from jamming the keys); that
"mbenzi" is Swahili for "rich person" (i.e., one who owns a Mercedes Benz); and that in Scotland, "to dree
yir ain weird" means "to follow your own star."
From Scrabble to Websters to TESOL to Gibraltar, the thirty-five hundred entries here offer more
information on a wider variety of topics than any other reference on the English language. Featuring the
work of nearly a hundred scholars from around the world, this unique volume is the ideal shelf-mate to The
Oxford Companion to English Literature. It will captivate everyone who loves language.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Merritt:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The
Oxford Companion to the English Language is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

David Blackwood:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Oxford Companion to the English Language your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
just before. The The Oxford Companion to the English Language giving you a different experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Donna Moore:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Oxford Companion to the English Language was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Lisa Williams:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Oxford
Companion to the English Language or even others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes The Oxford Companion to the English Language to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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