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At the time of his death, Ulysses S. Grant was the most famous person in America, considered by most
citizens to be equal in stature to George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Yet today his monuments are
rarely visited, his military reputation is overshadowed by that of Robert E. Lee, and his presidency is
permanently mired at the bottom of historical rankings.

In an insightful blend of biography and cultural history, Joan Waugh traces Grant's shifting national and
international reputation, illuminating the role of memory in our understanding of American history. Using a
wide range of written and visual sources--newspaper articles, private and public reminiscences, photographs,
paintings, cartoons, poetry, and much more--Waugh reveals how Grant became the embodiment of the
American nation in the decades after the Civil War. She does not paper over Grant's image as a scandal-
ridden contributor to the worst excesses of the Gilded Age. Instead, she captures a sense of what led
nineteenth-century Americans to overlook Grant's obvious faults and hold him up as a critically important
symbol of national reconciliation and unity. Waugh further shows that Grant's reputation and place in public
memory closely parallel the rise and fall of the northern version of the Civil War story--in which the United
States was the clear, morally superior victor and Grant was the symbol of that victory. By the 1880s, Waugh
shows, after the failure of Reconstruction, the dominant Union myths about the war gave way to a southern
version that emphasized a more sentimental remembrance of the honor and courage of both sides and
ennobled the "Lost Cause." During this social transformation, Grant's public image changed as well. By the
1920s, his reputation had plummeted.

Most Americans today are unaware of how revered Grant was in his lifetime. Joan Waugh uncovers the
reasons behind the rise and fall of his renown, underscoring as well the fluctuating memory of the Civil War
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

The book U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book U. S. Grant:
American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marina Espinal:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that U. S. Grant: American Hero,
American Myth (Civil War America) to read.

Irene Delong:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this U. S. Grant:
American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Ruth Davis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular U. S. Grant: American Hero, American
Myth (Civil War America) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have U. S. Grant:
American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America).
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