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After the 1854 abolition of slavery in Peru, a new generation of plantation owners turned to a system of
peasant tenantry to maintain cotton production through the use of cheap labor. In Peasants on Plantations
Vincent C. Peloso analyzes the changing social and economic relationships governing the production of
cotton in the Pisco Valley, a little-studied area of Peru’s south coast. Challenging widely held assumptions
about the system of relations that tied peasants to the land, Peloso’s work examines the interdependence of
the planters, managers, and peasants—and the various strategies used by peasants in their struggle to resist
control by the owners.

Grounded in the theoretical perspectives of subaltern studies and drawing on an extremely complete archive
of landed estates that includes detailed regular reports by plantation managers on all aspects of farming life,
Peasants on Plantations reveals the intricate ways peasants, managers, and owners manipulated each other to
benefit their own interests. As Peloso demonstrates, rather than a simple case of domination of the peasants
by the owners, both parties realized that negotiation was the key to successful growth, often with the result
that peasants cooperated with plantation growth strategies in order to participate in a market economy. Long-
term contracts gave tenants and sharecroppers many opportunities to make farming choices, to assert claims
on the land, compete among themselves, and participate in plantation expansion. At the same time, owners
strove to keep the peasants in debt and well aware of who maintained ultimate control.

Peasants on Plantations offers a largely untold view of the monumental struggle between planters and
peasants that was fundamental in shaping the agrarian history of Peru. It will interest those engaged in Latin
American studies, anthropology, and peasant and agrarian studies.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one having theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and
Resistance in the Pisco Valley, Peru (Latin America Otherwise) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Gerald Morin:

The book untitled Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and Resistance in the Pisco Valley,
Peru (Latin America Otherwise) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Peasants on
Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and Resistance in the Pisco Valley, Peru (Latin America
Otherwise) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Tammi Rosado:

Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and Resistance in the Pisco Valley, Peru (Latin
America Otherwise) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and
Resistance in the Pisco Valley, Peru (Latin America Otherwise) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Lisa Saxon:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period
of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Peasants on Plantations: Subaltern Strategies of Labor and Resistance in the Pisco Valley,



Peru (Latin America Otherwise) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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