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Hunter S. Thompson, “smart hillbilly,” boy of the South, born and bred in Louisville, Kentucky, son of an
insurance salesman and a stay-at-home mom, public school-educated, jailed at seventeen on a bogus petty
robbery charge, member of the U.S. Air Force (Airmen Second Class), copy boy for Time, writer for The
National Observer, et cetera. From the outset he was the Wild Man of American journalism with a
journalistic appetite that touched on subjects that drove his sense of justice and intrigue, from biker gangs
and 1960s counterculture to presidential campaigns and psychedelic drugs. He lived larger than life and
pulled it up around him in a mad effort to make it as electric, anger-ridden, and drug-fueled as possible. 

Now Juan Thompson tells the story of his father and of their getting to know each other during their forty-
one fraught years together. He writes of the many dark times, of how far they ricocheted away from each
other, and of how they found their way back before it was too late.

He writes of growing up in an old farmhouse in a narrow mountain valley outside of Aspen—Woody Creek,
Colorado, a ranching community with Hereford cattle and clover fields . . . of the presence of guns in the
house, the boxes of ammo on the kitchen shelves behind the glass doors of the country cabinets, where others
might have placed china and knickknacks . . . of climbing on the back of Hunter’s Bultaco Matador trail
motorcycle as a young boy, and father and son roaring up the dirt road, trailing a cloud of dust . . . of being
taken to bars in town as a small boy, Hunter holding court while Juan crawled around under the bar stools,
picking up change and taking his found loot to Carl’s Pharmacy to buy Archie comic books . . . of going with
his parents as a baby to a Ken Kesey/Hells Angels party with dozens of people wandering around the forest
in various stages of undress, stoned on pot, tripping on LSD . . .

He writes of his growing fear of his father; of the arguments between his parents reaching frightening levels;
and of his finally fighting back, trying to protect his mother as the state troopers are called in to separate
father and son. And of the inevitable—of mother and son driving west in their Datsun to make a new home, a
new life, away from Hunter; of Juan’s first taste of what “normal” could feel like . . .

We see Juan going to Concord Academy, a stranger in a strange land, coming from a school that was a log
cabin in the middle of hay fields, Juan without manners or socialization . . . going on to college at Tufts;
spending a crucial week with his father; Hunter asking for Juan’s opinion of his writing; and he writes of
their dirt biking on a hilltop overlooking Woody Creek Valley, acting as if all the horrible things that had
happened between them had never taken place, and of being there, together, side by side . . .

And finally, movingly, he writes of their long, slow pull toward reconciliation . . . of Juan’s marriage and the
birth of his own son; of watching Hunter love his grandson and Juan’s coming to understand how Hunter
loved him; of Hunter’s growing illness, and Juan’s becoming both son and father to his father . . .
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Stories I Tell Myself: Growing Up with Hunter S.
Thompson. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important any book Stories I Tell Myself: Growing Up with Hunter S. Thompson. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Charlie Bowers:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Stories I Tell Myself:
Growing Up with Hunter S. Thompson to read.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Stories I Tell Myself: Growing Up with Hunter S.
Thompson book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Nancy Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Stories I Tell Myself: Growing Up with Hunter S. Thompson the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get prior to. The Stories I Tell Myself: Growing Up with Hunter S. Thompson
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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