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Over the last half-century, New York's pre-eminence in the world of jazz has been challenged only once--
during the 1950s--when California emerged with a splash on the jazz scene. "West Coast jazz," as it soon
became known, was a fresh new sound which stirred both controversy and excitement in equal measure. One
thing, however, was certain: never before (or since) had so many jazz musicians from the Coast made such
an impact on jazz. Dave Brubeck, Dexter Gordon, Art Pepper, Chet Baker, Eric Dolphy, Paul Desmond,
Ornette Coleman, Cal Tjader, Shelly Manne, and numerous others--these figures shaped the jazz of their
time and are still powerful influences today.
In West Coast Jazz, Ted Gioia provides the definitive account of this rich, evocative music. Drawing on
years of research and numerous first-hand interviews, Gioia tells the full story of West Coast jazz, from its
early stirrings after World War II to its decline after 1960. He traces its growth from its origins on Central
Avenue, the heart of LA's post-war black culture, "an elongated Harlem set down by the Pacific," where
hotels such as the Dunbar (where Jack Johnson opened a nightclub) and nightspots such as the Club Alabam
and The Downbeat attracted the likes of Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and any number of visiting jazz
luminaries. He describes one of the pivotal moments in the genesis of West Coast jazz, the night Dizzy and
Bird opened at Billy Berg's Vine Street club, a legendary performance that sparked California's love affair
with jazz. And he traces its blossoming at the Blackhawk, the Lighthouse, Bop City, the Haig and a host of
other legendary California nightspots. Along the way, Gioia not only provides colorful portraits of leading
jazz figures--such as Dexter Gordon, a stoop to his walk, carrying his tenor in a sack under his arm--and
thoughtful commentary on their music, but he also discusses many unsung figures as well. Perhaps most
important, though, is his lengthy look at Dave Brubeck, which is by far the best biography ever written of
this influential musician.
West Coast jazz gradually declined as the 1950s gave way to the rock-dominated '60s, but this decade-long
renaissance remains one of the great stories of jazz history, and nobody has told it as well as Ted Gioia does
here. His love of this music shines on every page.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Andres:

With other case, little individuals like to read book West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Rex Oswald:

The book West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960 will bring you to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960 is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Arlene Farrar:

The reserve untitled West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960 is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of West Coast Jazz: Modern Jazz in
California, 1945-1960 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Mary Gonzalez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like West Coast Jazz:
Modern Jazz in California, 1945-1960 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.
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