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Set in an Italian POW camp at the height of World War II, Von Ryan's Express has a hero who acts like a
villain for much of the story--a rather arrogant, by-the-book American colonel who manages to save the men
in his charge after nearly assuring their doom. Westheimer captures the gritty oblivion of POW life, while
the suspense builds as the prisoners try to plot their escape.

Shot down over Italy, Col. Joseph Ryan of the United States Army Air Force is captured and detained in a
POW camp in southern Italy. What he finds is a demoralized, slovenly group of fellow prisoners, men he
determines to whip into shape under his authority as the senior ranking officer. Ryan is so relentless and
demanding (he seems at times like a Nazi officer obsessed with his orders) that the men grow to despise him.
They call him Von Ryan, insisting that he is in the wrong army. His sense of order and respect for military
conduct are so complete that he even keeps the prisoners together when their captors vanish after the Italian
surrender, believing that a trick has been played on them by the Germans that delivers them right back into
enemy hands. Realizing his mistake, Ryan concocts an unlikely escape on a train that becomes known as
Von Ryan's Express.

Westheimer was in fact a POW in World War II, and he clearly drew on his experience to create a finely
detailed environment and successful plot for Von Ryan's Express. Ryan is a fascinating character--not unlike
the rather tragic figure of Col. Nicholson in The Bridge on the River Kwai--and his plan to save his men
brings the novel to a breathtaking conclusion. Von Ryan's Express is a provocative story of heroism in the
face of utterly hopeless odds; it is the perfect setting for a tense thriller.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Personal experience inspired David Westheimer to write Von Ryan's Express. The Houston-born writer had
served with distinction in World War II as a B-24 navigator (Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal) and had
been a prisoner of war in both Italy and Germany. His fictional recreation of the tension, fear, and absurdities
of the situation bring suspense and sharp humor to this story of unlikely heroism.

Westheimer is the author of twelve novels, the first of which--Summer on the Water--was published in 1948.
A graduate of Rice University, he worked for the Houston Post before turning his attention to writing full-
time. His novels include Watching Out for Dulie, The Magic Fallacy and in 1970 a sequel to Von Ryan's
Express called Von Ryan's Return. Westheimer's 1965 novel My Sweet Charlie became a play and, in 1968,
an acclaimed television film. Westheimer continued to serve in the Air Force Reserve, holding the rank of
lieutenant colonel when Von Ryan's Express was published--and he returned to the Houston Post briefly to
write a column after the book was finished.

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

From classic book to classic film, RosettaBooks has gathered some of most memorable books into film
available. The selection is broad ranging and far reaching, with books from classic genre to cult classic to
science fiction and horror and a blend of the two creating whole new genres like Richard Matheson's The
Shrinking Man. Classic works from Vonnegut, one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century, meet with
E.M. Forrester's A Passage to India. Whether the work is centered in the here and now, in the past, or in



some distant and almost unimaginable future, each work is lasting and memorable and award-winning.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Zamora:

The reserve untitled Von Ryan's Express (RosettaBooks Into Film Book 22) is the book that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Von Ryan's Express (RosettaBooks Into Film Book 22) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Kelly Brooks:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Von Ryan's Express (RosettaBooks Into Film Book 22) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Mae Bushee:

You can find this Von Ryan's Express (RosettaBooks Into Film Book 22) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Betty Guinn:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Von Ryan's Express (RosettaBooks Into Film Book 22) when you essential
it?
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