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Why are audiences so fascinated with heroes? What makes the idea of heroes so necessary in society? The
superhero has reached alevel of popularity never witnessed before, making a successful and prolific transfer
from the comic book and graphic novel into the multi-million dollar blockbuster film. A number of filmsand
their sequels, including Spider Man, Batman, Batman Begins, Sin City, and X-Men represent only a handful
of examples that have attained unprecedented box-office success or cult status in recent years. This
collection of essays explores contemporary superhero narratives, including comic books and films, in awider
mythic context. Thisisthe first study to evaluate the social function of the super/hero in contemporary,
ancient and multiple media contexts, evaluating its continuities, transformations and cultural significance.
The exploration of issues and hero types across time, cultures and mediawill open up the possihilities of
hero studies across disciplines. This collection will be, in many respects, a prototype that will revea the
limitless possibilitiesinherent in truly inter-disciplinary studiesin thisarea. "This collection fills an
enormous gap in the study of popular culture and provides exactly what has been missing for too long-a
comparative heroism study, driven by close-grain analyses of awide range of heroes from different national
cultures (comic book avengers, professional wrestlers, rock stars, anime heroines, Jesus) all animated by
theoretical frameworks that are both rigorous and lucidly articulated. The end result is a collection of
fascinating case studies which probe the popular appeal of the super/hero with an unprecedented degree of
insight." -Jim Collins, Professor of Film, Television, and Theatre, University of Notre Dame. "Holy smoke!
These essays offer a varied and engaging consideration of hero and superhero culture in avariety of
manifestations-from Greek heroes and truly 'super men', to anime characters, Mexican luchadors and gangsta
rappers. Reaching backwards with mythic, biblical and Jungian approaches to the heroic journey of mutation
and transformation, and forward into the role that diverse media platforms and generic hybridity play in the
evolution of superhero universes, thistimely collection challenges what it means to be a Super/hero." -
Raoberta Pearson, Professor and Director of the Institute of Film and Television Studies at the University of
Nottingham, and co-editor of The Many Lives of the Batman.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Spencer:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Super/Heroes. From Hercules to Superman. Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
Super/Heroes. From Hercules to Superman. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that.
In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Danna Bullock:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test |ook for
book, may be the guide untitled Super/Heroes. From Hercules to Superman can be very good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Rebecca McGrew:

Super/Heroes. From Hercules to Superman can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article author giving his’her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Super/Heroes:
From Hercules to Superman however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into fresh stage of crucia considering.

LisaYang:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Super/Heroes: From Hercules to Superman when you desired it?
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