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In You Never Call, You Never Write, Joyce Antler provides an illuminating and often amusing history of one
of the best-known figuresin popular culture--the Jewish Mother.

Antler traces the odyssey of this compelling personality through decades of American culture. She reminds
us of atime when Jewish mothers were admired for their tenacity and nurturance, as in the early twentieth-
century image of the "Yiddishe Mama," a sentimental figure popularized by entertainers such as George
Jessel, Al Jolson, and Sophie Tucker, and especialy by Gertrude Berg, whose amazingly successful "Molly
Goldberg" ruled American radio and television for over 25 years. Antler explains the transformation of this
Jewish Mother into a"brassy-voiced, smothering, and shrewish" scourge (in Irving Howe's words), detailing
many variations on this negative theme, from Philip Roth's Portnoy's Complaint and Woody Allen's Oedipus
Wrecks to television shows such as "The Nanny" and Larry David's "Curb Y our Enthusiasm." But she also
uncovers anew counter-narrative, leading feminist scholars and stand-up comediennes to see the Jewish
Mother in positive terms.

A joy toread, You Never Call, You Never Write will delight anyone who has ever known or been nurtured by
a"Jewish Mother," and it will be a specia source of insight for modern parents. As Antler suggests, in many
ways, "we are al Jewish Mothers' today.

"After reading this, you'll call, you'll write, and you'll say thank you!"
--Judy Gold, comedian

"More than a history of Jewish motherhood, this book offers afresh perspective on Jewish history, women's
history, and the history of popular culture that is both informative and entertaining.... Readers will finish the
book with afuller and more nuanced understanding of the history of the Jewish mother--and mothersin
general "

--Library Journal

"As educational asit isriotous...go buy this book and call your mom."
--The Jewish Magazine
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From reader reviews:
Corine Ramirez;

This You Never Cal! You Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this'You Never Call! You Never Writel:
A History of the Jewish Mother can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Y ou Never Call! Y ou Never Writel: A History of the Jewish
Mother forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Agnes Shivers:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
abook you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The You Never Call! You Never Writel: A History of the Jewish Mother will give you a new
experience in studying a book.

ChereeKramer:

Beside this You Never Call! You Never Writel: A History of the Jewish Mother in your phone, it might give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It isgood thing to have Y ou Never Call! Y ou Never Writel: A History of the Jewish Mother
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

Eric Sanders:

You will get this You Never Call! Y ou Never Writel: A History of the Jewish Mother by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissue if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update.



Let'stry to choose correct ways for you.
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