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“The sun leaned for down bringing shade to the waterfront,” begins Michele Moore’s entrancing debut
novel, harkening back to an era when the legendary fishermen of Charleston’s Mosquito Fleet rowed miles
offshore for their daily catch. With evocative dialect and remarkable prose, The Cigar Factory tells the story
of two entwined families, both devout Catholics—the white McGonegals and the African American
Ravenels—in the storied port city of Charleston, South Carolina, during the World Wars. Moore’s novel
follows the parallel lives of family matriarchs working on segregated floors of the massive Charleston cigar
factory, where white and black workers remain divided and misinformed about the duties and treatment
received by each other.

Cassie McGonegal and herniece Brigid work upstairs in the factory rolling cigars by hand. Meliah Amey
Ravenel works in the basement, where she stems the tobacco. While both white and black workers suffer in
the harsh working conditions of the factory and both endure the sexual harassment of the foremen,
segregation keeps them from recognizing their common plight until the Tobacco Workers Strike of 1945.
Through the experience of a brutal picket line, the two women come to realize how much they stand to gain
by joining forces, creating a powerful moment in labor history that gives rise to the Civil Rights anthem,
“We Shall Overcome.”

Moore’s extensive historical research included interviews with her own family members who worked at the
cigar factory, adding a layer of nuance and authenticity to her empowering story of families and friendships
forged through struggle, loss, and redemption.

The Cigar Factory includes a foreword by New York Times best-selling author and Story River Books editor
at large Pat Conroy.
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Cigar Factory: A Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The The Cigar Factory: A Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) giving you
an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life
on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Vicky Bowman:

The Cigar Factory: A Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Cigar Factory: A Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Bill Boyd:

This The Cigar Factory: A Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) is great e-book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Cigar Factory: A Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) in your hand like obtaining the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Sarah Creamer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Cigar Factory: A



Novel of Charleston (Story River Books) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.
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