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Americans now enjoy vastly more privacy than in the past. But privacy makesit difficult to know much
about other people; more privacy means more strangers. The Costs of Privacy begins with these questions:
How, in an anonymous society of strangers, is trust possible? What enables both individuals and institutional
actorsto trust others whom they have never met and do not know?

Nock suggests an answer: that surveillance establishes reputations, and it is these which permit usto trust
strangers. Simply put, actors are willing to trust those whose reputations justify that trust. Not only does
surveillance establish reputations, but it also maintains them among strangers. Nock defines such
surveillance functionally, as overt and conspicuous forms of credentials (e.g., credit cards, educational
degrees, drivers licenses) and/or ordeals (e.g., lie detector tests, drug tests, integrity tests). He shows that the
use of credentials and ordeals, over time, is correlated with the number of strangersin our society.
Anonymity, then, is one of the costs of greater personal privacy; surveillance is another, offsetting cost.

Older methods of surveillance have long been staples of our society. The concluding chapter focuses on
newer methods of surveillance, those which can record genetic and biochemical information about people.
Unlike traditional bases of reputation, genetic information makes it possible to predict future physical
illnesses, mental health problems, and various types of behavior. These new forms of surveillance may seem
attractive because they make it possible for actors to enter into risky relationships with many more people
(i.e., trust them) without ever getting to know them. In so doing, we may be altering the nature of our public
life. And that, argues Nock, may be the greatest cost of privacy.
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From reader reviews:
Connie Deroche:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The
Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change)? Maybe it
isto be best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Brad Hawkes:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or theideafor all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book The Costs of Privacy:
Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change). All type of book can you
see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Shawn Calvin:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read a
new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading areserve. The book The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social
Institutions and Socia Change) it is quite good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to
cover but this book provides high quality.

Janice Hayes:

Why? Because this The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and
Social Change) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were being
you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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