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Bringing social theory and philosophy to bear on popular movies, novels, myths, and fairy tales, The Gift
and its Paradoxes explores the ambiguity of the gift: it is at once both a relation and a thing, alienable and
inalienable, present and poison. Challenging the nature of giving as reciprocal, the book engages critically
with the work of Mauss and develops a new theory of the gift according to which the gift cannot be reduced
to a model of exchange, but must instead entail a loss or sacrifice. Ultimately, the gift is examined in the
book as the impossible occurrence of gratuitous giving. In addition to exploring the conditions of possibility
and impossibility of the gift, the book draws on the thought of figures such as Derrida, Serres, Simmel,
Cixous, Irigaray and Heidegger to argue for the relevance of the phenomenon of the gift to broader issues in
contemporary social sciences. It takes up questions concerning the constitution of community and the
processes by which people are included in or excluded from it, gender relations, materiality, the economy,
and the possibility that death itself could be a gift, in the form of euthanasia or self-sacrifice.A rigorous yet
accessible examination of the phenomenon of the gift in relation to a range of contemporary concerns, The
Gift and its Paradoxes will appeal to scholars and students within sociology, philosophy, anthropology,
political theory and film and literature studies.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Lockwood:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen
(Classical and Contemporary Social Theory). Try to face the book The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond
Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) as your pal. It means that it can being
your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Heather Delph:

This The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Social
Theory) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The
Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory) can
be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Social Theory)
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donald Warren:

The reason why? Because this The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and
Contemporary Social Theory) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jack Murray:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Gift and Its Paradoxes: Beyond Mauss. by Olli Pyyhtinen (Classical and Contemporary Social



Theory) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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