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The first complete translation of Nanshoku okagami by Ihara Saikaku (1642-93), thisis a collection of 40
stories describing homosexual love affairs between samurai men and boys and between young kabuki actors
and their middle-class patrons. Seventeenth-century Kyoto was the center of a flourishing publishing
industry, and for the first time in Japan's history it became possible for writersto live exclusively on their
earnings. Saikaku was the first to actually do so. As a popular writer, Saikaku wanted to entertain his
readership. When he undertook the writing of Nanshoku okagami in 1687, it was with the express purpose of
extending his readership and satisfying his ambition to be published in the three mgjor cities of his day,
Kyoto, Osaka, and Edo. He chose the topic of male homosexual love because it had the broadest appeal both
to the samurai men of Edo and to the townsmen of Kyoto and Osaka, his regular audience. Homosexual
relations between a man and a boy were aregular feature of premodern Japanese culture and carried no
stigma. When a boy reached the age of nineteen, he underwent a coming-of-age ceremony, after which he
took the adult role in relations with boys. The first twenty stories in Nansoku okagami feature boys from the
samurai class whose lives exemplified the ideals of boy love; the second group of twenty stories shiftsits
focus to young kabuki actors who exemplified boy love in their own way, serving as prostitutes in the theater
districts of the three major cities. The stories, which eschew the explicitly erotic, touch on many interesting
aspects of lifein premodern Japan, notably samurai connoisseurship of boy love, with its emphasis on
loyalty between lover and beloved, the Buddhist tradition of love between priests and acolytes as a means of
spiritual enlightenment, the life and pleasures of the urban classes, and the world of the kabuki theater.<
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From reader reviews:
Lillian Carlucci:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Great Mirror of Mae Love as your daily resource
information.

Edna Spalding:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Great
Mirror of Male Love suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled The Great Mirror of Male Loveis the main of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the ssmple way, therefore all of people can
easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Roy Taylor:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is The Great Mirror of Male Love this publication consist alot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer make usage of to explainit is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Richard Powe:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Great Mirror of Male Love was vibrant and
of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book The Great Mirror of Male Love has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are generally make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.
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