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It was quite fashionable among the ladies of Marie Antoinette's court to employ stilettos and punches for
parfilage. They unpicked the gold and silver threads from the richly embroidered material of their gowns and
cloaks. A set of bone bobbins was found in England with the Lord's Prayer spirally incised phrase by phrase
along each bobbin's length. A clever French inventor designed a pair of scissors with eighteen different uses
— screwdriver, nail file, cigar cutter, ruler, lid pryer, buttonholder adjuster — to name just a few. These and
many other artifacts and instruments of sewing, weaving, and spinning are considered from a historical,
cultural, and antique collecting point of of view.
Gertrude Whiting, Honorary Fellow of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Fellow of the Institute
Professional Neuchâtelois de Dentelles, describes and illustrates nearly all the paraphernalia, accoutrements,
appliances, accessories, and doodads associated with all yarn and thread handicrafts from knitting,
embroidery, and dressmaking to warp weaving, batik making, and lace making. Examples of winders,
scissors, thimbles, measures, knitting needles, crochet hooks, bodkins, punches, sewing needles, pins,
pincushions, hoops, frames, bobbins, shuttles, spinning wheels, and sewing machines are taken from such
widely scattered cultures as Java, ancient Egypt, Victorian England, and pre-revolutionary Russia. For each
artifact, the author gives a history of its invention, an etymology, its age, lore, use, and a variety of literary
and artistic sources in which it is mentioned or depicted.
This unique work is extremely rich in illustrations, including many photographs of objects from private
collections. It will certainly awaken those who take these tools for granted to a new world of possibilities and
will spur those who collect them on to new endeavors.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Old-Time Tools &
Toys of Needlework. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Brent Jones:

This Old-Time Tools & Toys of Needlework book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Old-
Time Tools & Toys of Needlework without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Old-Time Tools & Toys of Needlework can bring whenever
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Old-Time Tools & Toys of Needlework having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

James Pickett:

This book untitled Old-Time Tools & Toys of Needlework to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Wanda Holmes:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Old-Time Tools & Toys of Needlework or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Old-Time Tools & Toys of Needlework to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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