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Constituents often fail to hold their representatives accountable for federal spending decisions--even though
those very choices have a pervasive influence on American life. Why does this happen? Breaking new
ground in the study of representation, The Impression of Influence demonstrates how legislators skillfully
inform constituents with strategic communication and how this facilitates or undermines accountability.
Using a massive collection of Congressional texts and innovative experiments and methods, the book shows
how legislators create an impression of influence through credit claiming messages.

Anticipating constituents' reactions, legislators claim credit for programs that elicit a positive response,
making constituents believe their legislator is effectively representing their district. This spurs legislators to
create and defend projects popular with their constituents. Yet legislators claim credit for much more--they
announce projects long before they begin, deceptively imply they deserve credit for expenditures they had
little role in securing, and boast about minuscule projects. Unfortunately, legislators get away with seeking
credit broadly because constituents evaluate the actions that are reported, rather than the size of the
expenditures.

The Impression of Influence raises critical questions about how citizens hold their political representatives
accountable and when deception is allowable in a democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

The knowledge that you get from The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation,
and Democratic Accountability is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountability giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Impression of Influence: Legislator
Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountability instantly.

Dorothy Payne:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication,
Representation, and Democratic Accountability it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Maude Porter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Impression of Influence:
Legislator Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountability book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still doubt The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and
Democratic Accountability as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Shameka Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can



satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountability
can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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