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The Ch’ol Maya who live in the western Mexican state of Chiapas are direct descendants of the Maya of the
Classic period. Exploring their history and culture, volume editor Karen Bassie-Sweet and the other authors
assembled here uncover clear continuity between contemporary Maya rituals and beliefs and their ancient
counterparts.

With evocative and thoughtful essays by leading scholars of Maya culture, The Ch’ol Maya of Chiapas, the
first collection to focus fully on the Ch’ol Maya, takes readers deep into ancient caves and reveals new
dimensions of Ch’ol cosmology. In contemporary Ch’ol culture the contributors find a wealth of historical
material that they then interweave with archaeological data to yield surprising and illuminating insights. The
colonial and twentieth-century descendants of the Postclassic period Ch’ol and Lacandon Ch’ol, for instance,
provide a window on the history and conquest of the early Maya. Several authors examine Early Classic
paintings in the Ch’ol ritual cave known as Jolja that document ancient cave ceremonies not unlike Ch’ol
rituals performed today, such as petitioning a cave-dwelling mountain spirit for health, rain, and abundant
harvests.

Other essays investigate deities identified with caves, mountains, lightning, and meteors to trace the
continuity of ancient Maya beliefs through the centuries, in particular the ancient origin of contemporary
rituals centering on the Ch’ol mountain deity Don Juan. An appendix containing three Ch’ol folktales and
their English translations rounds out the volume.

Charting paths literal and figurative to earlier trade routes, pre-Columbian sites, and ancient rituals and
beliefs, The Ch’ol Maya of Chiapas opens a fresh, richly informed perspective on Maya culture as it has
evolved and endured over the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

William Mayer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ann Conley:

This The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.

Nathaniel Mathis:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For
being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas. You can more inviting than
now.
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