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"Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"President Ronald Reagan's famous exhortation when visiting Berlin in
1987 has long been widely cited as the clarion call that brought the Cold War to an end. The United States
won, so this version of history goes, because Ronald Reagan stood firm against the USSR; American
resoluteness brought the evil empire to its knees.Michael Meyer, who was there at the time as a Newsweek
bureau chief, begs to differ.In this extraordinarily compelling account of the revolutions that roiled Eastern
Europe in 1989, Meyer shows that American intransigence was only one of many factors that provoked
world-shaking change. He draws together breathtakingly vivid, on-the-ground accounts of the rise of the
Solidarity movement in Poland, the stealth opening of the Hungarian border, the Velvet Revolution in
Prague, and the collapse of the infamous wall in Berlin. But the most important events, Meyer contends,
occurred secretly, in the heroic stands taken by individuals in the thick of the struggle-leaders such as poet
and playwright Vaclav Havel in Prague; the Baltic shipwright Lech Walesa; the quietly determined reform
prime minister in Budapest, Miklos Nemeth; and the man who privately realized that his empire was already
lost and decided, with courage and intelligence, to let it go in peace, Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet general
secretary of the Communist party.Reporting for Newsweek from the frontlines in Eastern Europe, Meyer
spoke to these players and countless others. Alongside their deliberate interventions were also the
happenstance and human error of history that are always present when events accelerate to breakneck speed.
Meyer captures these heady days in all of their rich drama and unpredictability. In doing so he provides not
just a thrilling chronicle of the most important year of the twentieth century but also a crucial refutation of
American political mythology and a triumphal misunderstanding of history that seduced the United States
into many of the intractable conflicts it faces today. The Year That Changed the World will change not only
how we see the past, but also our understanding of America's future.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Here thing why this The Year that Changed the World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Year that Changed the
World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Year that Changed the
World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Year that Changed the World: The Untold
Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall in e-book can be your alternative.

Brenda Evans:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Year that Changed the World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin
Wall this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all
of you.

Isaiah Owens:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Year that Changed the World: The Untold Story
Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book
you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Year that
Changed the World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the Berlin Wall.

Anthony Carter:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Year that Changed the World: The Untold Story Behind the Fall of the
Berlin Wall can make you sense more interested to read.
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