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Giving us a new sense of Dickinson’s ways of being in her world, this book traces the perceptions of that
world in the poetry and contributes to our pleasure in the performance of a virtuoso. Elizabeth Philips shows
the imaginative uses the poet made of her own life but also the verifiable use of her responses to
others—personal friends and relatives, historical and literary figures, and “nature’s people”—in the play of
language that registered her insights. The book is not a biography; it considers, instead, evidence of the
poet’s character and her character as a poet. Dickinson emerges as less self-enclosed and enigmatic than she
is frequently assumed to be.

Phillips is among those who reject the view of the poet as a psychologically disabled, perhaps mad woman
who withdrew into herself because of some devastating emotional experience, presumably love that went
wrong. She questions the common desire to connect the texts with a trauma for which the center is missing.
While Dickinson pursued the vocation of a poet, she was actively engaged in much else that required stamina
and resourcefulness. A woman in a 19th-century household, for instance, was not a woman of leisure;
Dickinson bore a heavy share of domestic duties and familial responsibilities throughout most of her life.
The crisis she experienced during the early 1860s, in a cluster of responses to the Civil War, coincided with
the onset of her difficulties with her eyes. Suffering from exotropia and photophobia, she never fully
recovered and gradually withdrew into the less severe light of the house in Amherst. She continued to care
for those close to her and to write both letters and verse.

From the perspective of Dickinson’s maturity and resilience, we also see her gift for depicting and
dramatizing episodes in a manner that gives the illusion of their being autobiographical whether they are or
not. Dickinson was, however, an actress who changed roles and points of view as readily as she
experimented with poetic genres. Analyses of her various personae (or “supposed persons”) for dramatic
monologues in the Browning tradition—which enabled the poet to represent a range of experiences different
form her own—serve to dispel much of the confusion that has surrounded her in the last century. Rather than
searching for an illusive absent center, Phillips scrutinizes in a most revealing way the poet’s reading,
appropriation, and command of materials from the Brontës, George Eliot, Hawthorne, the Brownings,
Shakespeare, and the Southey for personae that introduce us to a Dickinson heretofore hardly glimpsed. A
central vision of the study is the poet as a biographer of souls.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Emily Dickinson: Personae and Performance. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Emily
Dickinson: Personae and Performance. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Fix:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Emily Dickinson: Personae and
Performance book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Russell Fielder:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this Emily
Dickinson: Personae and Performance.

Jasper Parsons:

Beside that Emily Dickinson: Personae and Performance in your phone, it could give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Emily Dickinson: Personae and Performance because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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