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This book engages with a number of recent works of fiction in order to understand how American literature
has commented on the emergence of a postsuburban environment – that is to say a cosmopolitan landscape in
which the previous city/suburb binary is no longer evident. Whilst the term 'postsuburban' is resistant to easy
categorisation, here it is used as a mode of enquiry both to reassess what fiction has to tell literary criticism
about the foundational concept of suburbia, as well as to assess contemporary writing free from the
assumptions of an inherited suburban imaginary. It is this book's thesis that these postsuburban environments
are seen by the writers who set their fictions there as places that are far more than white middle- class
dystopias, and that it is a fallacy to attribute to them, as certain literary critics do, the negative cultural
clichés associated with postwar suburban fictions. After offering revisionist readings of Sloan Wilson's The
Man in the The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit (1955) and Richard Yates' Revolutionary Road (1961), the
book considers Richard Ford's trilogy The Sportswriter (1986), Independence Day (1995), and The Lay of
the Land (2006) as a representation of a classic postwar suburb that has been overtaken by development and
sprawl. It focuses next on T. C. Boyle's The The Tortilla Curtain Curtain (1995), and Junot Diaz's Drown
(1996), which both suggest the postsuburban landscape as a place of cross-cultural exchange and re-
invention. An analysis of Douglas Coupland's Microserfs (1995) follows and proposes that the physical
postsuburban spaces of innovation that exist in Silicon Valley, the novel's setting, are paralleled by the
changing virtual spaces of the Internet. Lastly, it explores The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears (2007)
by Dinaw Mengestu, and Richard Price's Lush Life (2008), two novels that deal with one of the corollaries of
the breakdown of the city/suburb binary and the emergence of a postsuburban environment: inner-city
gentrification.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Blanco:

The book Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American
Fiction? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Escaping the
Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Walker:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban
Narratives in Recent American Fiction is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marcella Cook:

Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.

Marilyn Oxford:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban
Narratives in Recent American Fiction can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We



should have Escaping the Split-level Trap: Postsuburban Narratives in Recent American Fiction.
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