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Why are prisoners horribly abused in some wars but humanely cared for in others? In Life and Death in
Captivity, Geoffrey P. R. Wallace explores the profound differences in the ways captives are treated during
armed conflict. Wallace focuses on the dual role played by regime type and the nature of the conflict in
determining whether captor states opt for brutality or mercy. Integrating original data on prisoner treatment
during the last century of interstate warfare with in-depth historical cases, Wallace demonstrates how
domestic constraints and external incentives shape the fate of captured enemy combatants. Both Russia and
Japan, for example, treated prisoners very differently in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904–5 and in World
War II; the behavior of any given country is liable to vary from conflict to conflict and even within the same
war.

Democracies may be more likely to treat their captives humanely, yet this benevolence is rooted less in
liberal norms of nonviolence than in concerns over public accountability. When such concerns are weak or
absent, democracies are equally capable of brutal conduct toward captives. In conflicts that devolve into
protracted fighting, belligerents may inflict violence against captives as part of a strategy of exploitation and
to coerce the adversary into submission. When territory is at stake, prisoners are further at risk of cruel
treatment as their captors seek to permanently remove the most threatening sources of opposition within
newly conquered lands. By combining a rigorous strategic approach with a wide-ranging body of evidence,
Wallace offers a vital contribution to the study of political violence and wartime conduct.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

The book Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book
Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War for being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a reserve Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of
Prisoners during War. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Evelyn White:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners
during War to read.

Nelson Wyatt:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Life and Death in Captivity: The
Abuse of Prisoners during War which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Virginia Comer:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of
Prisoners during War can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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