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Much of the current reassessment of race, culture, and criminal justice in the nineteenth-century South has
been based on intensive community studies. Drawing on previously untapped sources, the nine original
papers collected here represent some of the best new work on how racial justice can be shaped by the
particulars of time and place.

Although each essay is anchored in the local, several important larger themes emerge across the
volume—such as the importance of personality and place, the movement of former slaves from the
capriciousness of "plantation justice" to the (theoretically) more evenhanded processes of the courts, and the
increased presence of government in daily aspects of American life.

Local Matters cites a wide range of examples to support these themes. One essay considers the case of a
quasi-free slave in Natchez, Mississippi—himself a slaveowner—who was "reined in" by his master through
the courts, while another shows how federal aims were subverted during trials held in the aftermath of the
1876 race riots in Ellenton, South Carolina. Other topics covered include the fear of black criminality as a
motivation of Klan activity; the career of Thomas Ruffin, slaveowner and North Carolina Supreme Court
Justice; blacks and the ballot in Washington County, Texas; the overturned murder conviction of a North
Carolina slave who had killed a white man; the formation of a powerful white bloc in Vicksburg,
Mississippi; agitation by black and white North Carolina women for greater protections from abusive white
male elites; and slaves, crime, and the common law in New Orleans.

Together, these studies offer new insights into the nature of law and the fate of due process at different stages
of a highly racialized society.
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From reader reviews:

William Smith:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Local Matters: Race,
Crime, and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South)? Maybe it is
to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Scott Settle:

The book Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal
History of the South) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the
Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South)? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in
the Legal History of the South) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Antonio Ritchie:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice
in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South), you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Tim Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Local Matters: Race, Crime, and Justice in the
Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) or even others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Local Matters: Race, Crime,



and Justice in the Nineteenth-Century South (Studies in the Legal History of the South) to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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