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One important aim of social science research is to provide unbiased information that can help guide public
policies. However, social science is often construed as politics by other means. Nowhere is the polarized
nature of social science research more visible than in the heated debate over charter schools. In Spin Cycle,
noted political scientist and education expert Jeffrey Henig explores how controversies over the charter
school movement illustrate the use and misuse of research in policy debates. Henig’s compelling narrative
reveals that, despite all of the political maneuvering on the public stage, research on school choice has
gradually converged on a number of widely accepted findings. This quiet consensus shows how solid
research can supersede partisan cleavages and sensationalized media headlines.

In Spin Cycle, Henig draws on extensive interviews with researchers, journalists, and funding agencies on
both sides of the debate, as well as data on federal and foundation grants and a close analysis of media
coverage, to explore how social science research is “spun” in the public sphere. Henig looks at the
consequences of a highly controversial New York Times article that cited evidence of poor test performance
among charter school students. The front-page story, based on research findings released by the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT), sparked an explosive debate over the effectiveness of charter schools. In the
ensuing drama, reputable scholars from both ends of the political spectrum launched charges and counter-
charges over the research methodology and the implications of the data. Henig uses this political tug-of-war
to illustrate broader problems relating to social science: of what relevance is supposedly non-partisan
research when findings are wielded as political weapons on both sides of the debate?

In the case of charter schools, Henig shows that despite the political posturing in public forums, many
researchers have since revised their stances according to accumulating new evidence and have begun to find
common ground. Over time, those who favored charter schools were willing to admit that in many instances
charter schools are no better than traditional schools. And many who were initially alarmed by the potentially
destructive consequences of school choice admitted that their fears were overblown. The core problem,
Henig concludes, has less to do with research itself than with the way it is often sensationalized or
misrepresented in public discourse.

Despite considerable frustration over the politicization of research, until now there has been no systematic
analysis of the problem. Spin Cycle provides an engaging narrative and instructive guide with far-reaching
implications for the way research is presented to the public. Ultimately, Henig argues, we can do a better job
of bringing research to bear on the task of social betterment.

 Download Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debat ...pdf

 Read Online Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Deb ...pdf

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0871543370




Download and Read Free Online Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of
Charter Schools Jeffrey R. Henig

From reader reviews:

Sandra Gregory:

This Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Spin Cycle: How Research Gets
Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools can be among the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Spin Cycle: How
Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Elliot Weber:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy
Debates--The Case of Charter Schools can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools.

Rose Davies:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--
The Case of Charter Schools was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Spin
Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Willodean Samples:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools when
you essential it?



Download and Read Online Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in
Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools Jeffrey R. Henig
#MSHZKFQV2EG



Read Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The
Case of Charter Schools by Jeffrey R. Henig for online ebook

Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools by Jeffrey R. Henig
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--
The Case of Charter Schools by Jeffrey R. Henig books to read online.

Online Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter
Schools by Jeffrey R. Henig ebook PDF download

Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools by Jeffrey R.
Henig Doc

Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools by Jeffrey R. Henig Mobipocket

Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates--The Case of Charter Schools by Jeffrey R. Henig EPub


