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How did human beings acquire imaginations that can conjure up untrue possibilities? How did the Universe
become self-aware? In The Runes of Evolution, Simon Conway Morris revitalizes the study of evolution
from the perspective of convergence, providing us with compelling new evidence to support the mounting
scientific view that the history of lifeisfar more predictable than once thought.

A leading evolutionary biologist at the University of Cambridge, Conway Morris came into international
prominence for his work on the Cambrian explosion (especialy fossils of the Burgess Shale) and
evolutionary convergence, which is the process whereby organisms not closely related (not monophyletic),
independently evolve similar traits as a result of having to adapt to similar environments or ecological
niches.

In The Runes of Evolution, heillustrates how the ubiquity of convergence hints at an underlying framework
whereby many outcomes, not least brains and intelligence, are virtually guaranteed on any Earth-like planet.
Conway Morris also emphasizes how much of the complexity of advanced biological systemsisinherent in
microbial forms.

By casting awider net, The Runes of Evolution explores many neglected evolutionary questions. Some are
remarkably general. Why, for example, are convergences such as parasitism, carnivory, and nitrogen fixation
in plants concentrated in particular taxonomic hot spots? Why do certain groups have a particular propensity
to evolve toward particular states?

Some questions lead to unexpected evolutionary insights: If bees sleep (asthey do), do they dream? Why is
that insect copulating with an orchid? Why have sponges evolved a system of fiber optics? What do mantis
shrimps and submarines have in common? If dinosaurs had not gone extinct what would have happened
next? Will a saber-toothed cat ever re-evolve?

Cona Morris observes: “Even amongst the mammals, let alone the entire tree of life, humans represent one
minute twig of avast (and largely fossilized) arborescence. Every living speciesis alinear descendant of an
immense string of now-vanished ancestors, but evolution itself isthe very reverse of linear. Rather it is
endlessly exploratory, probing the vast spaces of biological hyperspace. Indeed this book is a celebration of
how our world is (and was) populated by ariot of forms, a coruscating tapestry of life.”

The Runes of Evolution is the most definitive synthesis of evolutionary convergence to be published to date.
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From reader reviews:
Jose Reed:

Here thing why this particular The Runes of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-Aware are different
and reputable to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. The Runes of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-
Aware giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
reserve that similar with The Runes of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-Aware. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
technigue home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of The Runes of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-Aware in e-book can be your option.

Janice Perry:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you have it as
your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possihilities will not happen with
you if you take The Runes of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-Aware as the daily resource
information.

Frederick Cagle:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Runes
of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-Aware, it is possible to tells your family, friends aswell as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Christopher Parker:

The e-book with title The Runes of Evolution: How the Universe became Self-Aware has lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. Thiskind of book exist new know-
how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you



want.
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