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This is the first book in the English language to offer an analysis of a conflict that, in so many ways, raised
the curtain on the Great War. In September 1911, Italy declared war on the once mighty, transcontinental
Ottoman Empire – but it was an Empire in decline. The ambitious Italy decided to add to her growing
African empire by attacking Ottoman-ruled Tripolitania (Libya). The Italian action began the rapid fall of the
Ottoman Empire, which would end with its disintegration at the end of the First World War. The day after
Ottoman Turkey made peace with Italy in October 1912, the Balkan League attacked in the First Balkan
War.

The Italo-Ottoman War, as a prelude to the unprecedented hostilities that would follow, has so many firsts
and pointers to the awful future: the first three-dimensional war with aerial reconnaissance and bombing, and
the first use of armored vehicles, operating in concert with conventional ground and naval forces; war fever
whipped up by the Italian press; military incompetence and stalemate; lessons in how not to fight a guerrilla
war; mass death from disease and 10,000 more from reprisals and executions. Thirty thousand men would
die in a struggle for what may described as little more than a scatolone di sabbia – a box of sand.

As acclaimed historian Charles Stephenson portrays in this ground-breaking study, if there is an exemplar of
the futility of war, this is it. Apart from the loss of life and the huge cost to Italy (much higher than was
originally envisaged), the main outcome was to halve the Libyan population through emigration, famine and
casualties.

The Italo-Ottoman War was a conflict overshadowed by the Great War – but one which in many ways
presaged the horrors to come. A Box of Sand will be of great interest to students of military history and those
with an interest in the history of North Africa and the development of technology in war.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Brunner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War
1911-1912 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Esther Tackett:

The publication untitled A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 is the reserve that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can
get the e-book of A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Walborn:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is definitely A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912.

Norma Brier:

This A Box of Sand: The Italo-Ottoman War 1911-1912 is completely new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Box of Sand: The Italo-
Ottoman War 1911-1912 can be the light food for you personally because the information inside that book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life as well as knowledge.
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