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At the end of the Second World War, a diagnosis of cancer was a death sentence. Sixty years later, it is
considered a chronic disease rather than one that is invariably fatal. Although survival rates have improved,
the very word continues to evoke a special terror and guilt, inspiring scientists and politicians to wage war
against it.

In Under the Radar, Ellen Leopold shows how nearly every aspect of our understanding and discussion of
cancer bears the imprint of its Cold War entanglement. The current biases toward individual rather than
corporate responsibility for rising incidence rates, research that promotes treatment rather than prevention,
and therapies that can be patented and marketed all reflect a largely hidden history shaped by the Cold War.
Even the language we use to describe the disease, such as the guiding metaphor for treatment, "fight fire with
fire," can be traced back to the middle of the twentieth century.

Writing in a lucid style, Leopold documents the military, governmental, industrial, and medical views of
radiation and atomic energy to examine the postwar response to cancer through the prism of the Cold War.
She explores the role of radiation in cancer therapies today, using case studies and mammogram screening,
in particular, to highlight the surprising parallels. Taking into account a wide array of disciplines, this book
challenges our understanding of cancer and how we approach its treatment.

•Examines the postwar response to cancer through the prism of the Cold War

•Goes beyond medical science to look at the influence of Cold War policies on the way we think about
cancer today

•Links the experience of postwar cancer patients with the broader evolution of what have become cancer
industries

•Traces the history of human-made radiation as a state-sponsored environmental toxin

A volume in the Critical Issues in Health and Medicine series, edited by Rima D. Apple and Janet Golden
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Under the Radar: Cancer and the Cold War (Critical
Issues in Health and Medicine). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important some sort of book Under the Radar: Cancer and the Cold War (Critical Issues
in Health and Medicine). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Wendy Miller:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely
Under the Radar: Cancer and the Cold War (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine).

Jennifer Crawford:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Under the Radar: Cancer and the Cold War (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
ideal all of you.

James Shockley:

Beside this specific Under the Radar: Cancer and the Cold War (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Under the Radar: Cancer and the Cold
War (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this



with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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