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The only manuscripts to survive that lead to the production of one of William Blake's published illuminated
books are those of the Songs of Innocence and of Experience, his most accessible and best-loved work. Here,
one of the world's foremost authorities on Blake's manuscripts and illuminated printing details the evolution
of this masterwork and its entire production process.

In the manuscript known as An Island in the Moon are found the beginnings of Songs of Innocence and in the
Manuscript Notebook, a treasure of the British Library, over fifty poems in draft leading to Songs of
Experience. All of the pages in manuscript of Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience are reproduced in
color facsimile, including many of the drawings used in illustration, granting the reader a singular view of
the artist's mind at work. Michael Phillips details the stages of Blake's composition and his remarkable
technique of relief etching text and design on a single copperplate. For the first time, he demonstrates Blake's
development of selective color printing of the design in opaque pigments over the original monochrome
impression. Used in producing the first copies of Songs of Experience, this second step accounts for their
dramatic contrast with the first issues of Songs of Innocence, which were hand-colored in transparent
watercolors.

Blake united Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience in 1794 and produced copies in greater numbers
than any other work until his death. In the past, the last copies Blake made have been reproduced because of
their elaborate and expensive decoration. Phillips concentrates upon the first copies, revealing the original
conception of the work. An impressive selection of these plates are reproduced for the first time.

This beautifully illustrated book is a major contribution to Blake studies. It will delight Blake enthusiasts and
all who are fascinated by the extraordinary processes of creation and reproduction it describes.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Castorena:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled William Blake? Maybe it
is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Tenesha Little:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This William Blake is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Felix Talarico:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take William Blake as your daily resource information.

Darlene Lewis:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This William Blake can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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