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This little book, written at the height of his career by Josef Lhevinne, the "inward poet of the piano," is a
clear statement of principles based on his lifelong experience in performance and teaching. Lhevinne was,
with Rachmaninoff, Schnabel, and Hoffman, one of the great modern masters, and was the first artist invited
to teach at the newly formed Julliard Graduate School of Music.
Technique, through essential, must be subordinate to musical understanding. Complete knowledge of scales,
apprehended not mechanically but musically; understanding of the uses of rests and silence, which Mozart
considered the greatest effect in music; a feeling for rhythm and training of the ear; these are the basic
elements of a thorough grounding in musicianship and are accordingly emphasized in the opening chapters.
The heart of the book is devoted to the attainment of a beautiful tone. Anyone who has heard Lhevinne play
or has listened to one of his recordings will know how great were his achievements in that area. The secret
lay, at least in part, in the technique he called "the arm floating in air," and in the use of the wrists as natural
shock absorbers. The achievement of varieties of tone, of the singing, ringing tone, of brilliancy, of delicacy,
and of power are all explained in terms of a careful analysis of the ways in which the fingers, hand, wrist,
arm, and indeed the whole body function in striking the keys. There are further remarks about how to get a
clear staccato and an unblurred legato, about the dangers of undue emphasis on memorization and the need
for variety in practicing, and special comments on the use of the pedal, which should be employed with as
much precision as the keys.
Throughout, specific musical examples are presented as illustrations. The author draws not only upon his
own experiences and methods, but upon the examples of Anton Rubenstein and of his teacher, Safonoff, for
this remarkably lucid and concise formulation of basic principles.
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From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on
Music).

Debra Durso:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing
(Dover Books on Music) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cathy Duran:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music), you can tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.

Mary Ransom:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Basic Principles in
Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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