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Power in the Portrayal unveils a fresh and vital perspective on power relations in eleventh- and twelfth-
century Muslim Spain as reflected in historical and literary texts of the period. Employing the methods of the
new historical literary study in looking at a range of texts, Ross Brann reveals the paradoxical relations
between the Andalusi Muslim and Jewish elites in an era when long periods of tolerance and respect were
punctuated by outbreaks of tension and hostility.

The examined Arabic texts reveal a fragmented perception of the Jew in eleventh-century al-Andalus. They
depict seemingly contradictory figures at whose poles are an intelligent, skilled, and noble Jew deserving of
homage and a vile, stupid, and fiendish enemy of God and Islam. For their part, the Hebrew and Judeo-
Arabic texts display a deep-seated reluctance to portray Muslims in any light at all. Brann cogently
demonstrates that these representations of Jews and Muslims--each of which is concerned with issues of
sovereignty and the exercise of power--reflect the shifting, fluctuating, and ambivalent relations between
elite members of two of the ethno-religious communities of al-Andalus.

Brann's accessible prose is enriched by his splendid translations; the original texts are also included. This
book is the first to study the construction of social meaning in Andalusi Arabic, Judeo-Arabic, and Hebrew
literary texts and historical chronicles. The novel approach illuminates nuances of respect, disinterest,
contempt, and hatred reflected in the relationship between Muslims and Jews in medieval Spain.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

This book untitled Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-
Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Shirley Kistner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Power in the
Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews,
Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World).

Edna McArdle:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Power in the Portrayal: Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and
Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World).
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.

Vanessa Gibson:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Power in the Portrayal:
Representations of Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and
Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to



like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Power in the Portrayal: Representations of
Jews and Muslims in Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Islamic Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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