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Public opinion matters. It registers itself on the public consciousness, translates into politics and policy, and
impels politicians to run for office and, once elected, to serve in particular ways.This is a book about
opinion—not opinions. James Stimson takes the incremental, vacillating, time-trapped data points of public
opinion surveys and transforms them into a conceptualization of public mood swings that can be measured
and used to predict change, not just to describe it. To do so, he reaches far back in U.S. survey research and
compiles the data in such a way as to allow the minutiae of attitudes toward abortion, gun control, and
housing to dissolve into a portrait of national mood and change.Using sophisticated techniques of coding,
statistics, and data equalization, the author has amassed an unrivaled database from which to extrapolate his
findings. The results go a long way toward calibrating the folklore of political eras, and the cyclical patterns
that emerge show not only the regulatory impulse of the 1960s and 1970s and the swing away from it in the
1980s; the cycles also show that we are in the midst of another major mood swing right now—what the
author calls the “unnoticed liberalism” of current American politics.Concise, suggestive, and eminently
readable, Public Opinion in America is ideal for courses on public opinion, public policy, and methods, as
well as for introductory courses in American government. Examples and illustrations abound, and
appendixes document the measurement of policy mood from survey research marginals. This revised second
edition includes updated data on public opinion and voters through the 1996 presidential election.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Public Opinion In America: Moods, Cycles, And Swings, Second Edition (Transforming American Politics)
can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Lisa Rice:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Public Opinion In America: Moods, Cycles,
And Swings, Second Edition (Transforming American Politics) can be the response, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Daniel Rhoads:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Public Opinion In America: Moods, Cycles, And Swings,
Second Edition (Transforming American Politics) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book Public Opinion In America: Moods, Cycles, And Swings, Second Edition (Transforming
American Politics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading that.

Ramon Jeter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Public Opinion In
America: Moods, Cycles, And Swings, Second Edition (Transforming American Politics).
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