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In his astute and deeply informed film reviews and essays, Jonathan Rosenbaum regularly provides new and
brilliant insights into the cinema as art, entertainment, and commerce. Guided by a personal canon of great
films, Rosenbaum sees, in the ongoing hostility toward the idea of a canon shared by many within the field
of film studies, a missed opportunity both to shape the discussion about cinema and to help inform and guide
casual and serious filmgoers alike.

In Essential Cinema, Rosenbaum forcefully argues that canons of great films are more necessary than ever,
given that film culture today is dominated by advertising executives, sixty-second film reviewers, and other
players in the Hollywood publicity machine who champion mediocre films at the expense of genuinely
imaginative and challenging works. He proposes specific definitions of excellence in film art through the
creation a personal canon of both well-known and obscure movies from around the world and suggests ways
in which other canons might be similarly constructed.

Essential Cinema offers in-depth assessments of an astonishing range of films: established classics such as
Rear Window, M, and Greed; ambitious but flawed works like The Thin Red Line and Breaking the Waves;
eccentric masterpieces from around the world, including Irma Vep and Archangel; and recent films that have
bitterly divided critics and viewers, among them Eyes Wide Shut and A.I. He also explores the careers of
such diverse filmmakers as Robert Altman, Raúl Ruiz, Frank Tashlin, Elaine May, Sam Fuller, Terrence
Davies, Edward Yang, Hou Hsiao-hsien, and Orson Welles. In conclusion, Rosenbaum offers his own film
canon of 1,000 key works from the beginning of cinema to the present day. A cogent and provocative
argument about the art of film, Essential Cinema is also a fiercely independent reference book of must-see
movies for film lovers everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film
Canons will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Kathryn Patterson:

The ability that you get from Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons
instantly.

Tony Partee:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Essential Cinema: On the
Necessity of Film Canons that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons
become your current starter.

Bernice Bland:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Essential Cinema: On the Necessity of Film Canons provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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