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Allister Sparks joined his first newspaper at age 17 and was pitched headlong into the vortex of South
Africa's stormy politics. His autobiography, The Sword and the Pen: Six decades on the political frontier, is
the story of how as a journalist he watched and chronicled and participated in his country’s unfolding drama
for over half a century, covering events from the premiership of DF Malan to the presidency of Jacob Zuma,
and witnessing at close range the rise and fall of apartheid and the rise and crisis of the new South Africa.

In trenchant prose, Sparks has written a remarkable account of both a life lived to its fullest capacity as well
as the surrounding narrative of South Africa from the birth of apartheid, the rise of political opposition, the
dawn of democracy, right through to the crisis being experienced today.

‘Anyone who tries to understand what is happening in South Africa today without first digesting Allister
Sparks’ lucid, sensitive and comprehensive exploration of the country’s multi-faceted mind, does so at his
own peril.’ - André Brink, on The Mind of South Africa

‘His special strength is a writing talent which combines precise reportage with shrewd analysis and unusual
stamina …’ - The Observer, on Tomorrow is Another Country
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Brooks:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Sword and
the Pen: Six decades on the political frontier? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lula Barnes:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book The Sword and the Pen: Six decades on the political frontier
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book offers high quality.

Donald Hidalgo:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled The Sword and the Pen: Six decades on the political frontier the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The The Sword and the Pen: Six decades on the political frontier giving
you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Richard Lamm:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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