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Water may seem innocuous, but as a universal necessity, it inevitably intersects with politics when it comes
to acquisition, control, and associated technologies. While we know a great deal about the socioecological
costs and benefits of modern dams, we know far less about their political origins and ramifications. In
Concrete Revolution, Christopher Sneddon offers a corrective: a compelling historical account of the US
Bureau of Reclamation’s contributions to dam technology, Cold War politics, and the social and
environmental adversity perpetuated by the US government in its pursuit of economic growth and
geopolitical power.

Founded in 1902, the Bureau became enmeshed in the US State Department’s push for geopolitical power
following World War II, a response to the Soviet Union’s increasing global sway. By offering technical and
water resource management advice to the world’s underdeveloped regions, the Bureau found that it could not
only provide them with economic assistance and the United States with investment opportunities, but also
forge alliances and shore up a country’s global standing in the face of burgeoning communist influence.
Drawing on a number of international case studies—from the Bureau’s early forays into overseas
development and the launch of its Foreign Activities Office in 1950 to the Blue Nile investigation in
Ethiopia—Concrete Revolution offers insights into this historic damming boom, with vital implications for
the present. If, Sneddon argues, we can understand dams as both technical and political objects rather than
instruments of impartial science, we can better participate in current debates about large dams and river basin
planning.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

The reason why? Because this Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau
of Reclamation is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Concrete Revolution:
Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of Reclamation, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Terry Carr:

The book untitled Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of
Reclamation contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read
the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice read.

Katrice Fredericksen:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War
Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of Reclamation. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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