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Although tea had been known and consumed in China and Japan for centuries, it was only in the seventeenth
century that Londoners first began drinking it. Over the next two hundred years, its stimulating properties
seduced all of British society, as tea found its way into cottages and castles alike. One of the first truly global
commodities, tea has also, today, come to epitomize British culture and identity.
           
This impressively detailed book offers a rich cultural history of tea, from its ancient origins in China to its
spread around the world. The authors recount tea’s arrival in London and follow its increasing salability and
import via the East India Company throughout the eighteenth century, inaugurating the first regular
exchange—both commercial and cultural—between China and Britain. They look at European scientists’
struggles to understand tea’s history and medicinal properties, and they recount the ways its delicate flavor
and exotic preparation have enchanted poets and artists. Exploring everything from its everyday use in social
settings to the political and economic controversies it has stirred—such as the Boston Tea Party and the First
Opium War—they offer a multilayered look at what was ultimately an imperial industry, a collusion—and
often clash—between the world’s greatest powers over control of a simple beverage that has become an
enduring pastime. 
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Bedard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Michael Major:

The book untitled Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Henrietta Belcher:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered
the World as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Refugio Kennedy:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Empire of Tea: The Asian Leaf that Conquered the World can make you



really feel more interested to read.
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