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Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense is a memoir by renowned trial lawyer M.
Gerald Schwartzbach, who is perhaps best known for successfully defending actor Robert Blake against
charges he had murdered his wife. Each chapter details a different trial in the author’s illustrious career that
run the gamut from murder to malpractice, sexual assault to domestic abuse, from protecting the right of
dissent to advocating expanded rights for defendants. Schwartzbach stands at the intersection of some of the
key issues of our time and demonstrates how true justice can only happen when we refuse to objectify the
defendant, whoever he or she may be, whatever his or her alleged crime.
Finally, Leaning on the Arc is a firsthand, material, and applicable account of what it takes to practice
criminal defense law at a high level, how it really works, what to watch out for, and how it all feels.
“Gerry Schwartzbach’s fascinating book is not only packed with great tales of injustice subverted by
intelligence and passion, but it reminds us how the litany of prosecutorial injustices we read about daily, can
be overthrown by the old industrial-age values of diligence, deep thought, and a burning commitment to
justice. Though many of the cases in this book are about the famous, I met him when he was defending a
penniless and unknown close friend of mine. I know a stand-up man when I see one, and you should read
this book to gain an introduction.”
—Peter Coyote, Actor/Author

"This is the fascinating memoir of an excellent, highly accomplished, practical and idealistic criminal
defense lawyer, as committed to his clients, the proper functioning of the criminal justice system and the rule
of law as any lawyer could be. The lesson to be drawn is that thoughtful and the most thorough preparation is
the key ingredient for success in the practice of law, regardless of one's specialty."
—Robert Helman, Partner, Mayer Brown LLP, Adjunct Professor University of Chicago Law School
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Leaning on the Arc: A Personal
History of Criminal Defense will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with
you?

Lillie Granado:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

The publication untitled Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History of Criminal Defense is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Leaning on the Arc: A
Personal History of Criminal Defense from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Delbert Storey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Leaning on the Arc: A Personal History
of Criminal Defense, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.
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