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A former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State and currently a Distinguished Fellow at the Heritage Foundation,
Kim R. Holmes surveys the state of liberalism in Americatoday and finds that it is becoming its
opposite—illiberalism—abandoning the precepts of open-mindedness and respect for individual rights,
liberties, and the rule of law upon which the country was founded, and becoming instead an intol erant,
rigidly dogmatic ideology that abhors dissent and stifles free speech. Tracing the new illiberalism historically
to the radical Enlightenment, a movement that rejected the classic liberal ideas of the moderate
Enlightenment that were prominent in the American Founding, Holmes argues that today’ s liberalism has
forsaken its American roots, incorporating instead the authoritarian, anti-clerical, and anti-capitalist
prejudices of the radical and largely European Left. The result is a closing of the American liberal mind.
Where once freedom of speech and expression were sacrosanct, today liberalism employs speech codes,
trigger warnings, boycotts, and shaming ritualsto stifle freedom of thought, expression, and action. It isno
longer appropriate to call it liberalism at al, but illiberalism—a set of ideasin politics, government, and
popular culture that increasingly reflects authoritarian and even anti-democratic values, and which is
devising new strategies of exclusiveness to eliminate certain ideas and people from the political process.
Although illiberalism has always been a temptation for American liberals, lurking in the radical fringes of the
Left, it istoday the dominant ideology of progressive liberal circles. This makesit a new danger not only to
the once venerable tradition of liberalism, but to the American nation itself, which needs aviable liberal
tradition that pursues social and economic equality while respecting individual liberties.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer McMorris:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How
Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can
look for the internet options or other social media.

L avone Anderson:

This book untitled The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Dwight Roberts:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou
can see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you
is The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance Define the Left this publication consist
alot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Dolores Rawson:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication The Closing of the Liberal Mind: How Groupthink and Intolerance
Define the Left was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
abook, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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