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Slavery remains one of the United States’ most troubling failings and its complexities have shaped American
ideas about race, economics, politics, and the press since the first days of settlement. Brian Gabrial’s The
Press and Slavery in America, 1791–1859 examines those intersections at times when the nation and the
institution of slavery were most stressed, namely when slavesrevolted or conspired to revolt. Such events
frightened white, slave-owning society to its core and forced public discussions about slavery at times when
supporters of the peculiar institution preferred them to be silent. Gabrial closely reads the mainstream press
during the antebellum years, identifying shifts in public opinion about slavery and changes in popular
constructions of slaves and other black Americans, a group voiceless and nearly invisible in the nation’s
major newspapers. He reveals how political intransigence rooted in racism and economics set the country on
a perilous trajectory toward rebellion and self-destruction.

This volume examines news accounts of five major slave rebellions or conspiracies: Gabriel Prosser’s 1800
Virginia slave conspiracy; the 1811 Louisiana slave revolt; Denmark Vesey’s 1822 slave conspiracy in
Charleston, South Carolina; Nat Turner’s 1831 Southampton County, Virginia, slave revolt; and John
Brown’s 1859 Harper’s Ferry raid. Gabrial situates these stories within a historical and contextual framework
that juxtaposes the transformation of the press into a powerful mass media with the growing politicaldivide
over slavery, illustrating how two American cultures, both asserting claims to founding America, devolved
into enemies over slavery.

What the nineteenth century press reveals in this book are discourses—ways of thinking and
expression—that have retained resonance in contemporary race relations and American politics. They
connect to ideas about the press and technology, changing journalistic practice, and, importantly, the
destruction wrought by the dysfunction of the nation’s political parties.
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From reader reviews:

Grace McClellan:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The
Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mark Jones:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top list in your reading list is definitely The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859:
The Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Kathy Vaughn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Press and
Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement.

Nancy Byrom:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the The Press and Slavery in America, 1791-1859: The Melancholy Effect of Popular Excitement when you
required it?
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